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Dear Sir: 

Please amend the present application as follows: 
In the Claims ; 

Please cancel claim 1. 

Please add the following claims 2-21: 
2. (new) An automated stowage and retrieval system for the selective loading or 
unloading of a payload comprising: 

a plurality of pallet carriers contained in a matrix, the matrix being defined by a 
plurality of horizontal axes, including a plurality of axes extending in a first direction and a 
plurality of axes extending in a second direction generally perpendicular to the first direction, 
each of the plurality of pallet carriers being capable of supporting at least one payload and 
configured to slide bi-directonally along the plurality of horizontal axes, the matrix being 
configured to permit the plurality of pallet carriers to move throughout the matrix; 
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